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True Legends are immortal through their deeds  

and memories.!
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Haemodialysis Vascular Access 
The AV Fistula

• Dr. Belding H. Scribner
• Dr. Michael J. Brescia
• Dr. James E. Cimino

                                    



Dr. Belding H. Scribner introduced the 
external AV shunt in 1960, developed with 
Ayne Quintn and David Dillard. 



The native haemodialysis AV fistula was 
pioneered in 1966 by:

Michael J. Brescia
James E. Cimino
Kenneth Appel
Baruch J. Hurwich
It became known as the Brescia – Cimino Fistula



Dr. Cimino made a crucial bedside observation: 

Patients who had repeated venipunctures or accidental 
arteriovenous communications developed veins that became 
thick, dilated, and easy to cannulate
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